[Collaboration of general surgeons with neurosurgeons: what does a general surgeon need to know about neurosurgery?].
The most freq+uent disorders and injuries requiring the joint attention of general surgeons and neurosurgeons are presented and analysed in this review. The priorities and prognosis concerning diagnostic and surgical measures for patients in coma with multiple injuries, extra- and intraspinal tumours and brain metastases are analysed. The urgency of general surgical and neurosurgical measures is not ruled by a preformatted pattern but by the vital needs of the individual patient. The differentiation of vital from non-vital operations or with regard to prognosis necessary from inadequate general surgical and neurosurgical measures is of fundamental importance. The successive order of general surgical and neurosurgical interventions must be adjusted to the needs of each individual patient.